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A Healthy, & Prosperious, 
2012 

by Fred Tretta - President Elect

Durwood and I thought FredÕs Flight Plan might be a fun name 
to use for this sort of communication, so we'll make it a regular 
part of the newsletter for a while. Thanks to all who attended 
the December meeting, and my appreciation for allowing me to 
take my turn as president. This type of email will actually be 
incorporated into the club newsletter beginning this month, but 
since weÕre trying to get some steam back in this club we 
thought weÕd use both methods of communications for a short 
time to make sure everyone is kept informed. But please start checking the online 
newsletter each month to stay up to date.

The last couple of years have been kind of tough for this club, not because we 
were faced with a lot of difficult problems, but because a number of uncontrollable 
circumstances have had an ill effect on our hobby here in the greater Flagstaff 
area. I think perhaps the loss of Bill YoungÕs hobby shop may have started a 
downward spiral and it seemed to just get worse as the economy took an extended 
nosedive.  But our membership did stabilize at a bit over 25 members and that, 
plus some rescue work by the 2011 officers, has kept us going.

Now, as we enter the New Year, the 2012 officers would like to pick up where last 
yearÕs officers left off and see if we can move this club forward a ways back toward 
normality. There is little doubt our club can support a much larger membership, in 
the past having as many as 60 members. So we are going to take some steps to 
try and retain our current members as well as reach out to those in our surrounding 
area who might have an interest in flying RC but donÕt even know we exist. Toward 
that end, I have asked Durwood Kline to be our Membership Director where he can 
provide leadership in the effort to retain our present members, and to help us bring 
in new ones. He is very creative in that respect, and will certainly make a 
difference.

To support that effort we will add some things that will make the club more 
attractive to new members, like the proposal last year to put together an electric 
trainer plane package consisting of a .30 to .40 size electric airplane, complete 
with 2.4Ghz radio system, and a couple of appropriate battery packs. To put those 
to use we'd like to identify a small cadre of seasoned pilots who are willing to take 
a new member and stick with them as they learn to fly and purchase their own 
equipment. There is also no reason why we canÕt be a bit more formal in 
welcoming new members by providing them with a packet of Club information, a 
club badge, and a Flagstaff Flyers lanyard for their transmitter.

And to improve the benefits for existing members weÕll get the charging system out 
at the field fully functional (if it isnÕt already), and weÕll make sure we have trainer 
boxes for each of the popular transmitter types. Later in the year we can discuss 
acquiring a smaller electric trainer intended for getting members introduced to 

DATE: JAN. 18, 2012
TIME: 6:00PM - 8:30PM
WHERE: SIZZLER EAST SIDE
AGENDA: Dinner from 6:00PM to 7:30PM, 
short meeting from 7:30PM  to 8:30PM

DOOR PRIZES: We have a small pile of club 
merchandise (mugs, t-shirts and maybe some 
hats) we intend to give away, as well as a 
beautiful door prize, an F6U Hellcat ARF  
 donated by Darron Smith's wife Monica in his 
memory. This is a 70" model of balsa and 
fiberglass, covered with some sort of cloth-
like material.  Coming in at about 10 
pounds, it wants a 4 stroke 91-120 for power. 
This is a magnificent model, and it will be given 
away to one of the attending club members.

NOTE: You are encouraged to bring your 2012 
club dues and get that taken care of while at the 
dinner.  As usual, the club will take care of the 
tip, so don't include that when you pay for your 
dinners.



Bill Young, 16 year resident of Flagstaff, died on November 30th. He was born June 
17, 1934, in Los Angeles, CA to Carl and Alyce Young. He grew up on a ranch in 
Porterville, CA, where he attended a one room schoolhouse. He was an alumnus of 
several colleges, including University of California, Berkley; he earned a bachelor's 
and master's degrees in Electrical Engineering and Counseling Psychology. His 
rewarding careers included Electrical Engineer for the California State Highway 
Department, Marriage and Family Counselor, and in Flagstaff, owner of Bill Young 
Designs and Hobby.

He was a ham radio operator and a founder of the North American Model Boat 
Association. As a lifelong aviation devotee, designed and built model aircraft, researched aviation history, authored 
manuals, published articles in magazines including American Aviation Historical Society Journal, was electric-models 
columnist for Scale R/C Modeler, and had a special knowledge of autogiros, ßying wings, electric duct fans, the N9M, 
and Yak-15. He constructed oral histories with aviation Þgures, including Chuck Yeager, functioned as a consultant to a 
historical reconstruction project, and donated several of his models to aviation museums. He served as President and 
Vice-President of the Flagstaff Flyers and was named Channel 2 News'" Someone 2 Know" for his work with teachers 
and students in the Science Olympiad. The Academy of Model Aeronautics selected his as a 2011 recipient of the Model 
aviation Hall of Fame award. He was a designer of electronic gadgets and especially enjoyed his work with a Sedona 
magician. He mentored therapists, modelers, friends, and family and loved science, math, history, hiking, backpacking, 
classical music, and education, making him a great homeschooling dad. He valued his friends and took pride in his 
family, especially his children. He was wise, knowledgeable, quirky, down to earth, "a quiet man of great value", and an 
inspiration to many. He was well loved and will be irreplaceable.

He is survived by his wife Karen Raskin-Young, his children Beth Young Crossen and Brad (Crystal) of Washington 
State, Jeremy of Bloomington, IN and Meredith of Flagstaff, his brothers Bob (Ann) of Sacramento, CA, Bruce (Cheryl 
of Emmett, ID, and Burt (Margaret) of Gold River, CA grandchildren, nieces, and nephews. He is preceded in death by 
his parents, oldest daughter Rowena Svillich, and ex-wife Barbara Elliot.

Bill was a devoted member of the Flagstaff Flyers from the time he joined. He only missed an event no matter what it was if he was feeling bad. 
He servered as President and Vice President for many years, He was the contest director for 'Beat The Heat'. As the local hobby shop owner, he 
made donations for meetings and events. He will truly be missed......

flying in the Skydome where we have permission to fly. As well, there are other items to make the club more accessible and useful 
that we will discuss at future meetings, like ideas to help new members find us, resurrecting and making the newsletter a helpful 
feature, acquiring a possible internet accessible remote weather station out at the field, determining what events we hope to host 
this year, ways to improve the club overall, and topics to spice up the monthly or bi-monthly meetings. There are also a couple of  
people in the Club I would sure like to convince to accept authority for a small portion of the Club business and function. They know 
how to address some of our needs and make small work of them. Let's hope they can help.

This is a fun hobby, especially when there are a bunch of us out at the flying field on a Saturday or Sunday. I know that as much as 
I enjoy flying, I enjoyed even more shooting the bull with other flyers on a weekend day, or helping set up a new plane, or assisting 
someone getting started in the hobby. It would be nice to think we can get back to those days when we just enjoyed swapping 
stories and fiddling with planes at a meeting or out at the field. Come on guys, let’s get back to this hobby! Get to the January 
meeting and reconnect, and start checking out the newsletter. It is likely we will schedule regular monthly meetings again, 
beginning in February, either at the Senior Center where we use to have them, or at the 4th Street Library, a decision we will make 
at the January meeting, amongst others. So see if you can join us at the Dinner/Meeting and for heaven’s sake, REJOIN the club!

Fred

Flight Plan cont



New Board Elected
At the monthly meeting held in December the follow members were elected to server as the Board 
of Directors for 2012. 
President - Fred Tretta, Vice President - Paul Silvagni, Treasurer - Carl Faulkner, Safety OfÞcer - 
Jim Armstrong. 

Thanks...
To Ryan Billingsly, Chuck Hebestreit, Tom Mostenbocker, Carl Faulkner, Jim Armstrong, and 
posthumously to Bill Young for their service to club in 2011 - as Board of Dirctors. 

Annual Dinner Meeting -- The meeting will be reasonably brief, taking time to set a meeting schedule for the year (place and times), 
propose a budget and expenditures for the year, pick dates and "sponsers" for any events we would like to hold in 2012 (Beat the Heat, Gliders, 
Float Fly, Sailplanes). It might also be nice to kick around possible topics for future meetings like show and tell topics, discussion on electric 
planes and flight, a helicopter night, batteries and chargers in general, combining orders and fuel runs to the valley, a show and tell on flight 
simulators, that sort of thing.  So please show your support for the club by coming on out to Sizzler's Eastside January 18, 2012 and let's see if 
we can get the new year off to a good start!

Dues --  As a reminder its time to think about renewing your dues for 2012. Once again the dues are $25.00 adult, and children 
under 18 are $12.50. Also, remember to renew your AMA dues. Please Þll out a 'Membership Renewal Form'  here is a link to the 
form, just download it and turn it in with your renewal.  http://www.ßagstaffßyers.com/images/MemberApp.pdf

Dawson Henderson's Video's....
Dawson doesn't let the winter weather slow him down much when it comes to slope soaring. He was out soaring recently at 
Merriam Crater and has posted some video of the day. Here is a link to that and all of his video's. Check them out ---

http://vimeo.com/user339251

Amazing WWII Aircraft Facts
Most Americans who were not adults during WWII have no understanding of the magnitude of it.
This listing of some of the aircraft facts gives a bit of insight to it.

276,000 aircraft manufactured in the US .
43,000 planes lost overseas, including 23,000 in combat.
14,000 lost in the continental U.S.

The US civilian population maintained a dedicated effort for four years, many working long hours seven days per week 
and often also volunteering for other work. WWII was the largest human effort in history.
Statistics from Flight Journal magazine.

WWII MOST- PRODUCED COMBAT AIRCRAFT
Ilyushin IL-2 Sturmovik 36,183 and the Yakolev Yak 31,000+



Get Clean!
If you forget to use a barrier cream or latex gloves to prevent your hands from getting sticky when using 
epoxy, don!t use alcohol, acetone, or other solvents to clean them. Besides being harsh on your skin, those 
chemicals always leave a sticky residue no matter how many times you wipe your hands.
Instead use hand lotion to remove the epoxy residue. Just wash your hands with the lotion, rinse it off and the 
wash again with regular hand soap. It works like a charm and your hands will smell great!
Ñfrom Allen Rice, Boca Raton, Florida

Gloves for CA
If you!re allergic to latex, one thing that works really well as an alternativeÑand is really inexpensiveÑis to 
use cheap plastic sandwich bags to cover your hands. They work well and are thin enough that you can feel 
that heat of the glue as it sets.
This works really well when you are applying glass cloth with CA, because you can hold the cloth to the balsa 
and feel when the glue sets. It lets you use very little CA to put down the cloth and saves quite a bit of weight.
Ñfrom Bob Furr , the Eugene Prop Spinners, Eugene, Oregon

Need a bench?
Need an extra workbench, yet don!t have the space for a permanent one? How about an ironing board? If has 
a padded top (if you choose), is adjustable for height, and you can even sit down while covering or doing 
close-up work. Best of all, you can fold it up and put it away.
ÑFrom The Tail Spinner

 Laying Out the Plans 
Lay your plans on the work surface and hold them in place with thumbtacks at the corners. You should cover 

your plans with something transparent that glue will not stick to. The old method was to use waxed paper. Unfortunately, 
the new waxed papers are no longer very resistant to the glues we use. A better material is the clear plastic paint drop 
cloths available at hardware stores.

Yea! Its that time again.. We have a few of these at our field...


